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In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often 
hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest our-
selves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). 
Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide 
sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it 
is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and 
again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch 
and taste his presence, and offering us his peace  
*(Indicates that the people should stand as they are able.) 
 

Announcements 
 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
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The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God.^ 
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We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, 
through the city, 
through every living thing. 
 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn            “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”               ELW #364 
                            
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
*KYRIE 
 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the peace from above, 
      and for our salvation, 
      Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy.  11 

 
 
 

 Prayers for the Children 

We ask that all members join the Women of the ELCA and pray this 

prayer as you rise in the morning and as you prepare to retire each  

evening. 
  

Lord, Jesus Christ, I bring to you: 

Jada, Myles, & Conner Garske; Britain Hahn, Gracie Brandau; Amara 

Brandau; Chase Brandau; Avery Brueggen; Riley & Aria Brueggen; 

Nolan & Logan Buchholz; Thadyn & Ayawyn Conner; Vanessa & Elliott 

Ornes; Lailah Eckes; Lena Ornes; Porter Sorenson; Kennedy & Josie 

Ornes; Brooklyn, Madelyn, & Kaylin Gruen; Emma, Bryce, Marah & Bria 

Gruen; Ava, Katie, & Benjamin Gruen; Brady Zimmerman; Braylee  

Zimmerman; MaKenzie & Cooper Powell; Wesson & Arden Mayne; 

Vanessa, Mia, & Brek Anderson; Tyler & Jaden Bever; Carlee, Collin,& 

Camden Neidfeldt; Morgan Speicher; Krista & Sierra Cook; Tyler 

Brandau; Franklin & Douglas Wildes; Emma Elder, Bryson Lamb,  

Elizabeth Wildes; Sophia, Derek & Deacon Erdman; Kody Tormoen; 

Angel Brueggen; Callie Fleming; Miranda, Daphne & Linus Arndt; Alaina 

& Braxton Holthaus; Jayda Leis; David, Sam & Zachary Ross; Gannon 

Tormoen; Jase & Margo Picha; Watson Sebranek, Rylan McCarthy, 

Ellery Tormoen.  
  
That your spirit will dwell with them according to your will.  That they will 

grow in the knowledge of you and know that they are dearly loved by 

you.  I pray that you will protect them from deception by the evil one and 

all his darts that would lead them astray.  May they do well in school, 

learning and discerning what direction you have in mind for them.  I also 

pray for all children everywhere, that you would keep them in your care. 

In Jesus’ name I pray.   

Amen 
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THOSE SERVING IN MAY 
 
 

Readers:   

                                       May   1st   Greg Bever  

                                       May   8th   Leonard Arndt  

                                       May 15th   Justin Arndt  

                                       May 22nd  Bud Osteboe  

                                       May 29th   Ava Gruen    

                                  Altar:  Larry & Arlis Ballwahn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 3 

 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, 
      for the well-being of the Church of God, 
      and for the unity of all, 
      Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For this holy house, 
      and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
      let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 
*Canticle of Praise               “This is the Feast”                    ELW p. 149                                                 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 
hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in 
your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
First Reading  
 

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. His response to the charges of the high 
priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgive-
ness of sin through repentance.  
 

Acts 5:27-32 
 

27
When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, 
28

saying, “We gave you strict 
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.^ 
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your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 
us.” 

29
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than any human authority. 
30

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, 
whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 

31
God exalted him at his 

right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel 
and forgiveness of sins. 

32
And we are witnesses to these things, and so 

is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 118:14-29 
 

14
The LORD is my strength and my song, 

  and has become my salvation. 
15

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the  
      righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16

The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
17

I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
18

The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
19

Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20

“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
21

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
22

The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
23

By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24

This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25

Hosanna! O LORD, save us! 
  We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!  
26

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; 
  we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27

The LORD is God and has given us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
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CALENDAR 
 

Sun., May 1                          Sunday School                                9:00 am 
                                                   Worship                                   10:15 am 
                                                

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Ken Koebernick is now a resident of Serenity House, 601 Straw Street, 
Tomah, WI  54660. Ken is currently in room 104.  Visitors are welcome, 
masks required. 

 
MOVIE NIGHT 

 
The Social Ministry Committee is sponsoring movie night this   
Wednesday, April 27, 2022.  Bring your family and friends to the  
parsonage at 6:00 PM to watch “Miracles from Heaven”.  Popcorn and 
refreshments will be served.   
 

SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 
 

We have placed information with regard to the summer programs    avail-
able at Sugar Creek Bible Camp on the table in the narthex.   
The church contributes 50% of the camping fee. 
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THOSE SERVING TODAY 
 
Ministers:  All God’s People, Pastor: Karen Sparling; Organist: Nalani 
Bever; Reader: Miranda Arndt; Altar: Lori Brueggen & Barb Ornes 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
Katie Wallace, Steve Zirk, Sue Ann Degenhardt, Gloria Meltesen, 
LuAnn Bever-Denter, Florence Dougherty, Darlene Babbitt,  
Sacia Morris, John Acker, Lois Reineke, Rylan McCarthy, Judy Bever, 
Kenny Koebernick, Wynn Liersch  
 
IN THE MILITARY 
 
Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Seth Tormoen, Danelle Dougherty, 
Robert Cale, Matthew Dutton. 
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28
You are my God, and I will thank you; 

  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.   
 
Second Reading 
 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen 
Christ experienced by a Christian prophet named John. Here he 
describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, 
and end of all time.  

Revelation 1:4-8 
 

4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

5
and from 

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler 
of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 

6
and 

made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

7
Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
 

8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 

was and who is to come, the Almighty.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                      “Alleluia”                         ELW p. 151 
 
GOSPEL READING 
 

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue 
as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later, 
after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the bless-
ings of the resurrection are also for those who “have not seen 
and yet believe.”  
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John 20:19-31 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 

20
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21

Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 

22
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

If you forgive the sins of any, they are  
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”   
 

24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. 
25

So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.”  
 

26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

27
Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 

28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 
29

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.”   
 

30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 
31

But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name.  
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                                                 Pastor Karen Sparling 
                                                                      
Hymn                                 “Lift High the Cross”                      ELW #660 
                              
OFFERING     

Offering plates are located in the Narthex as you  
enter and exit the church. 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Living God, 
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. 
Reach out to us through this meal, 
and show us your wounded and risen body, 
that we may be nourished and believe 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    (God, in your mercy,  
                                                             hear our prayer.)  
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy   
   name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
   our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
   trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine   
   is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  
   Amen. 
 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Benediction     
     
Sending Hymn           “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”        ELW #619 
 
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P:  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.^ 


