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A friend of mine from 

seminary did her 

internship in Los Angeles 

at a Spanish speaking 

congregation. She didn’t 

know a whole lot of 

Spanish when she 

started, so she thought it 

was strange that during 

worship they kept saying, 

“Gracias, Adios.” (Thank 

you, Goodbye.) As she 

eventually became more 

fluent she realized they 

were actually saying, 

“Gracias A Dios” (Thanks 

be to God). And so with 

this article I would like to 

say both of those things. 

 

Gracias – Thank you 

Thank you for welcoming 

me in and being so very 

supportive this past year. 

Thank you for generously 

laughing along with me 

as I read the wrong 

prayer, forgot parts of the 

service,  

or any of the other ways I 

bungled along in worship. 

 

Adios – Good Bye And 

now it is time for me to 

say good bye as your 

interim pastor. (I will, 

however, continue to 

teach confirmation until 

another interim, or 

settled, pastor begins.) 

About 5 or 6 years ago I 

started feeling God 

calling me to do ministry 

in a different way. After 

much discernment I have 

concluded that my next 

chapter of ministry will 

be as an elementary 

school teacher. 

Therefore, as I am writing 

this I have applications 

out to a couple different 

schools in hopes of 

starting school possibly 

as soon as this fall if all 

of the stars should align 

perfectly. (Most likely it 

will need to be a bit 

further down the road.) 

I plan to continue to be a 

part of the Wilton 

community and to do that 

I need to not be your 

pastor for the sake of 

your next settled pastor. 

When the next pastor 

comes they will be your 

pastor and if you would 

consider me your pastor 

in any way then they will 

not fully be your pastor 

and the effectiveness of 

their ministry will be 

undercut. It’s kind of like 

when Jesus talked about 

having to leave so that 

the Holy Spirit could 

come…. except in this 

case on a much “lower” 

spiritual plane.  
 

Pastor Brad, Con’t 
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Interim Pastor Brad Lindberg 

 

Sun    9th    Church Council, 9:00 am 

                   Sunday School, 9:00 am 

                   Worship, 10:15 am     

  Wed  12th  Confirmation Orientation  6:30 pm 
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Pastor Brad Con’t 

 

 
Gracias A Dios – Thanks be 

to God for all that you do 

and all that you are. Thanks 

be to God for the ways that 

you are striving to be 

faithful in following God’s 

call for you as an individual 

as well as a congregation. 

Thanks be to God for being 

granted the gift of being 

partners in ministry this 

past year. Much like the 

Apostle Paul in his letters 

recorded in the Bible I am 

grateful, and give thanks, 

for the faith and friendship of the people of this congregation. Let us continue to hold each other in prayer, 

trusting that God cares for each and every one of us. 

  

 

 

 
 

W-ELCA NEWSLETTER  
            September October   
W-ELCA activities have slowed during the summer months, but now is the time for activity. A General 

Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 20 at 10:00 am in the church basement.  Quilting will 

tentatively resume on September 27 at 9:00 am.  Watch the Sunday bulletin for any changes.  All women of 

the church are invited to participate in all activities.   

The Annual Mission Fest will be on Sunday, October 7 and will include a potluck dinner immediately 

following Worship.  There will be packing of School Kits and Quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  The annual 

raffle will be held featuring a beautiful quilt made by Lois O’Rourke.  Consider donating additional items.  

They may be left in the piano area of the basement.  There was a good response for ticket sales at the WTD 

Sundae table, but we have a long way to go to realize a profit.   Have you gotten tickets to sell?  Ask folks if 

they will buy a ticket or a full book.  If they say “no”, you’re no worse off.  But they may say “yes” to support 

this W-ELCA project.  While we refer to this as a W-ELCA project, it is in fact for the benefit of the whole 

Congregation.  The women have always been generous in donating their money to support projects of the 

church, i.e. the roof, the windows or the general budget.  Ask Nalani for a book or two to sell and buy a 

couple for yourself.  THIS IS A CONGREGATION PROJECT. 

Statement of Purpose:  Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

“As community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the 

world.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Where did the summer go?  The kids are asking that as they prepare to return to read-

in’, writin’, and rithmetic!!  We at the church are also preparing to greet them as they 

return to Sunday School on September 9th at 9:00 am.  All children ages 4 through 

those going into 8th grade are invited to attend.   

Bring a friend!! 

 
We need you 

 

The Mission Statement of Women of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church of American says that we are a community of women 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ.  This means ALL WOMEN.  Why not join in fellow-

ship at W-ELCA events? General meetings are held 6 times a year and ongoing events 

are scheduled.  More participation is needed.  Please consider attending a meeting.  

Perhaps you would like to join in the quilting sessions. You don’t have to know how to 

quilt to help!  It’s a fun time of fellowship while we work.  
  

If a different day of the week or a time change, would allow you to participate, let a  

W-ELCA member know.  It will certainly be considered to see if it can work. 

LENT  

 

  

 All 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade students who plan 

  to participate in the confirmation  

program this year are invited to join us  

September 12 at 6:30 pm, along with  

their parents, to learn more about  

expectations, schedules, and other de-
tails. 
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WORSHIP NOTES FOR 

           September/October 
The following are the Scripture readings 
that we will be sharing in worship during 
the months of September and October. 
 

Sept. 2  – 15th Sunday after Pentecost     
    Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15; 
    James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Sept. 9 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2:1-10    
     [11-13] 14-17; Mark 7:24-27 

Sept.16 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9,  
     James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 

Sept. 23 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54; 
     James 3;13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

Sept. 30  – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;  
     Psalm 19:7-14; James 5:13-20;  
     Mark 9:38-50 

October 7 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
     Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 8; 
     Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

October 14 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
  Amos 5:6-7, 10-15; Psalm 90:12-17; 
  Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31 

October 21 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
     Isaiah 53:4-12; Psalm 91:9-16; 
     Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 

October 28 – Reformation Sunday         
     Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; 
     Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 
 
      
 

 
 
     The blood drive held on August 18

th
 

was also an opportunity for the American 
Red Cross to help fund the purchase of 
Chromebooks for the NOW Elementary 
School.  The church council generously 
donated $250.00 from our Turtle Sundae 
sales to this endeavor.  Thank you. 

 

Church: wiltonchurch@gmail.com 

*Website: https://www.stpaulswilton.com/ 

*Facebook Home Page: St. Paul's Lutheran Church 

Wilton WI 

*The Website & Facebook page were developed & are  

administered by April Arndt 

 

 

THOSE SERVING IN SEPTEMBER 

Greeters:  Anita Steinke and Lois O’Rourke 

Ushers:  Bob Buchholz, Brian Buchholz, 
   Ed Ross, Justin Arndt            

Altar:  Bev Graunke and Lila Speicher 

Readers:  2nd  Leonard Arndt , 9th Larry   
   Ballwahn, 16th Lori Arndt, 23rd Barb   
   Ornes,  30th Kathy Cale   

 Communion Server:  Greg Bever 
 

THOSE SERVING IN OCTOBER 

Greeters: Judy Arndt and Larry Ballwahn 

Ushers:   Lori and Joel Arndt, 
                John and Barb Ornes              

Altar:  Arlis and Larry Ballwahn 

Readers:  7th Dan Buchholz, 14th Carolyn    
     Dougherty, 21st Joel Arndt, 28th Kirstin   
     Arndt   

Communion Server:   Arlis Ballwahn 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
 
September 

Sun    2nd   Worship, 9:00 am  
Sun    9th    Church Council, 9:00 am 
                   Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am              
Wed  12th  Confirmation Orientation  6:30 pm 
Sun    16th  Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am  
                   Bibles for Pre-K and 3rd graders 
                   Children Sing / Noisy Offering 
                   Birthday & Anniversary Fellowship 
Wed 19th   Confirmation, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Thur 20th   W-ELCA General Meeting, 10:00 am 
Sun 23rd     Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am 
Wed 26th    Confirmation, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Sun 30th     Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am 
 
October 
Mon 1st     Yesterday’s Youth - Sugar Creek,  
                   Leave church @8:00 am 
Wed 3rd     Confirmation, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Sun  7th      Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am 
                   Mission Pot-Luck Dinner, 11:30 am 
                   Raffle Drawing, 12:15 pm           
Wed 10th  Confirmation, 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Sat   13th   Blood Drive, 7:00 – 11:30 am 
                   LWR Boxcar in La Crosse 7:00-11:00 am 
Sun  14th   Church Council, 9:00 am 
                   Sunday School,  9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am 
Wed 17th  Confirmation 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Sun  21st    Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am 
                   Children Sing / Noisy Offering 
                   Birthday & Anniversary Fellowship 
Wed 24th  Confirmation 6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Sun  28th   Sunday School, 9:00 am 
                   Worship, 10:15 am 
 
**Confirmation class will meet in the church    
     basement. 
 
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

September 

1st        Dylan Dougherty 
2nd Bart Arndt 
3rd Janelle Buchholz 
4th Kay and Gene Dougherty 
5th Libby Thorsen 
6th Jessica Steinke 
7th Rhonda Cook, Amanda Ross 
13th Bryce Gruen 
15th      Lois and Gordie O’Rourke  
16th Darcy Buchholz, Gloria Meltesen 
20th      Julitta and Marty Arndt 
24th Barb Bever 
25th Dale Graunke 
28th Joanne Schachtely, Kari and Kurt Radke 
29th      Ava Gruen, Amber Pasch 
30th      Kathy Cale 
 
October 

1st Judy Arndt, Mary Ann Arndt,  
              Brady Zimmerman 
2nd  Angie and Jared Gruen 
4th         Jan Brandau, Ed Ross, Jr., Duane Roscovius 
7th         Sierra Cook, Mark Gruen 
9th         Kirstin and Justin Arndt 
10th      Kaden Brandau, Marcus Buchholz 
11th Donovon Riedesel     
13th Don Buchholz, Darcy and Don Buchholz 
14th Marah Gruen, Joanne and Jim Schachtely 
15th       Kristy and Scott Tormoen 
16th Tim Deichler 
17th       Ann Anderson 
19th       Barb and Ron Savall 
20th       Dana Cale, Carol and Bud Osteboe, Deb and 
              Morry Paeth, Wanda and KenThorsen 
22nd      Randy Schwerin, Nalani and Greg Bever 
24th  Richard Cale, Tracy Schwartz,  
              Rhonda and Todd Cook 
25th Linus Arndt 
27th Sarah Gruen  
28th      Madelyn Gruen 
29th Laura Roscovius 
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If you weren’t able to make this one, maybe the next? 

 

 

Saturday, July 14, 2018 
 8:00 AM – Noon 

 Pulling weeds, trimming bushes,  

             power-washing parsonage,  etc. 

It takes a congregation to keep our Church Home in 

shape…. 
 And quite a few of them to see that  

 trees/bushes fall in the right place. 

 
Greg is hidden in the trees, but he’s power washing 

the parsonage.  It was so dirty, I couldn’t get it 

clean with my power washer so I know its no easy 

job.  LB   
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Vacation Bible School 

      “God’s Good Creation”, ELCA’s 

World Hunger’s vacation bible school 

helped our children learn about hun-

ger, hope and to know the work to 

which God calls us in the world is key 

to ending hunger for good.   

     The children learned that God creat-

ed the world, and it is good; that God 

can use you whatever size you are; that 

God made everyone different and im-

portant; that Jesus uses us to bring 

miracles to life and finally; and  that in 

working together we can change the 

world. 

      VBS was attended by 45 children, 

pre-school through sixth grade.   The 

children brought items for the Wilton 

Food Pantry and used their offering of 

$330.00 to purchase animals from the ELCA Good Gifts Catalog. 

     Group leaders for the week were Pastors Dawn and Brad Lindberg, Pastor Fran Hewuse, Marissa 

Buchholz, Justin Arndt, Carrie Tiber, Angie Gruen, and Greg Bever.  Helpers during the week were Emma 

Gruen, Kaylin Gruen, Madelyn Gruen, Katie Gruen, Autumn Brandau, Natalie Stanek, Thayden Conner, 

Will Tiber, ShanI Tiber, and Karen Arzt. 

     Great snacks were  

provided by the folks at Nor-

walk Methodist and St. 

Paul’s.  No one went home 

hungry!! 

     Thank you to one and all 

for helping to make this a 

rewarding and fun time for 

our children.   

 

PS. Pictures are in color if 

you look at the Newsletter 

on the website. 
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Vacation Bible School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures are by  

Linda Beier of  

United Methodist. 

 

I talked to a  

Catholic parent 

from Tomah whose 

two children came 

with Pastor Dawn’s  

group.  She said 

she was impressed 

with St. Paul’s 

“Bible Camp.”   

 

“They even feed 

them supper.” 

 

LB 
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More St. Paul Stewardship 

Turtle Weekend 
Sundae Sales 

 

     Thanks to all who helped over 

Wood Turtle Days to sell Turtle 

Sundaes.  This year we 

added fresh strawberries in pu-

reed sauce to our toppings and 

folks responded in the 

affirmative.  (The workers weren’t 

that crazy about it!!) 

      We want especially to thank 

Kwik Trip for their donation of ice 

cream and Culver’s for their dona-

tion of custard.  Sure did hit the 

spot on such a warm weekend!!  

We were able to secure donations 

of all other necessary items from 

folks here at church and, as a  

result, we cleared $540.50.   

      

MISSION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 
 

The pot-luck was so well received last year, we are going to go with it again this year.  Following dinner, 

we’ll get to work assembling the school backpacks and then pack them in boxes for shipment to Luther-

an World Relief.  The box car will be in La Crosse on October 13 so the timing couldn’t be more perfect.  

We’ll also be sending quilts and may pack them on that day as well.   

 

Tickets: $2 each or 6 for $10 

 

The raffle drawing will take place at 12:15 pm.  Be sure to get 

you tickets before then!! 

1st prize: Queen size  

Handmade Quilt 

(108” by 108”) 
 (Quilted) 

Other donated prizes including a smaller hand-

made quilt 

 

 

One of the best things about church involvement is the fellowship it engenders.  Were you involved in one 

of the July August activities?  If so, that’s sincerely appreciated; If not, fall offers a great chance to join 

in.  The Church benefits but perhaps even more, participants enjoy the benefit of fellowship with like-

minded people and the joy that comes from giving (Church stewardship involves giving of your time as 

well as financial support).   
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Inviting people to journey 

with Christ’s family 

in spreading God’s love 

and   mercy 

Name 

Address 

Wilton, Wisconsin 


