IN THE MILITARY

Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Danelle Dougherty, Robert Cale,
Matthew Dutton

IN OUR PRAYERS

Gloria Meltesen, Darlene Babbitt, Judy Bever, John Acker, Craig King,
Mary Leis, Tracie Herman, Dave Dechant, Jayden Shea, Erin Long.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

“The Armor of God” is the theme for this year’s VBS which will be held
on Sunday, July 23-26, 5:30 — 8:00 PM. A meal will be provided. We
are inviting all children in the Wilton and the surrounding area. Of
course, helpers are always needed. Sign-up sheets are located in the
narthex. Don’t be shy!!

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Wilton, WI

5th Sunday after Pentecost
July 9, 2023

Inviting People to
Journey with Christ’s Family
in Spreading God’s Love and Mercy

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and in-
telligent. Jesus associates with those often excluded from the religious
community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and
seek God'’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by
Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered
around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

*(Indicates that the people should stand as they are able.)

Announcements

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Hymn “Lord of All Hopefulness” ELW #765

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us
for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and
serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and
prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are
designated as “prisoners of hope.”

A reading from Zechariah 9:9-12

°Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
""He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
'?Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145:8-14

®8The LoRD is gracious and full of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
°LoRD, you are good to all,

and your compassion is over all your works.

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” #ELWG697

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C: Thanks be to God.

THOSE SERVING TODAY

Ministers: All God’s People; Organist: Nalani Bever; Reader: Barb Bever;
Altar: Greg & Nalani Bever

CALENDAR
Sunday, July 9 Council 10:00 AM
Sunday, July 16 Worship 9:00 AM
Noisy Offering

Birthday/Anniversary Fellowship 10:00 AM



OFFERING
*Offertory Hymn “We Are an Offering” ELW #692

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*Thanksgiving for the Word

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
awaken us to the needs of others, an at the end bring all the world to
your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,

"OAll your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
""They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
"that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
3Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion
endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in
all your works.
"“The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

Second Reading

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do
not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ,
God has set us free from such a futile existence.

Romans 7:15-25a

® do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but |
do the very thing | hate. "®Now if | do what | do not want, | agree that the
law is good. '"But in fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells
within me. ®For | know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my
flesh. | can will what is right, but | cannot do it. "For | do not do the
good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. ?Now if | do what |
do not want, it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

2130 | find it to be a law that when | want to do what is good, evil lies
close at hand. *’For | delight in the law of God in my inmost self, ?*but |
see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. ““Wretched
man that | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? **Thanks
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia. Lord,” ELW p. 188
GOSPEL READING

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John
the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed
to receive what God has to offer.

The holy gospel according to Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] "®“To what will | compare this

generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to
one another,

'""We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
"8For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; "°the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look,
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wis-
dom is vindicated by her deeds.”

At that time Jesus said, “l thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; *yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will. 2’All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.

““Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest. *Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for
| am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. *°For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Reverend Dawn Lindberg

(Pastor Dawn delivered this sermon on the opening session of the recent
Synod Assembly)

*Hymn “l Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” ELW #611

*Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Here us O God, your mercy is great.)

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



