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CHRIST’S CALLING CARD
JULY - AUGUST, 2025

Thadyn Conner, a disciple of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and at the request of Minister
Karen Sparling, -

To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ at St. Paul’s,

Grace 1o you and peace from God our Father! As many of you already know, I, Thadyn Conner,
serving as an intern at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church this summer, have the opportunity to write to
you in this “pastoral letter.” I am not a pastor yet, and I am certainly not Saint Paul even if I did
borrow the greeting he uses (with some appropriate edits) in Colossians 1:1-2. Nonetheless, I
hope that [ will be able to say something of spiritual worth to you in this letter, and at the very
least introduce myself.

I have been attending St. Paul’s Lutheran Church for the past fifteen years, after being baptized
here in 2010 at the age of six. I attended Sunday School at St. Paul’s, too, and I was confirmed
here in 2018. A picture of me on my confirmation day is still on the church website. For the past
three years, I have been attending the University of Northwestern St. Paul, a private Christian
college in the Twin Cities. I am majoring in Biblical and Theological Studies and Christian
Ministry. Only one year of college remains before graduation!

After that, I hope to go on to graduate school, although I am not yet certain where. Eventually, I
would like to earn a doctorate in theology and teach at a university while also doing some
pastoral work. Deeply studying the Bible and theology and then sharing that knowledge with
others is what [ am passionate about. Pastoral work and a professorship are the best ways I can
imagine to fulfill this passion, but we shall see where God takes me in the years ahead. Perhaps
He has plans for me quite different from my current ambitions!

But for now, I am still working towards my undergraduate degrees, and working to fulfill the
internship requirements for those degrees. Many of you have already seen me working around
the church, attending council meetings, or going on pastoral visits. I even had the opportunity to
preach on June 22. I am blessed to already know many of you in the church quite well, and I
hope to deepen those relationships this summer as well as form new ones with my brothers and
sisters who I may not yet have met or do not know as well.

This month, as we celebrated Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday, the Blessed Trinity has been on
my mind. The Trinity is not often talked about, even among Christians, perhaps because it is so
difficult to understand! Yet the doctrine of one God in three Persons, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, is essential to our faith, Nowhere in the Bible is this doctrine laid out simply and clearly,




vet there are hints of it all throughout Scripture. At creation, all three Persons of the Trinity are
present, for the Spirit was “hovering over the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2), and it was the
Father who created all things through the Son, as we proclaimed in the Nicene Creed on
Pentecost. At the baptism of Jesus, 100, is the Triune nature of God apparent, for as the Son is
baptized, the Holy Spirit appears as a dove, and the Father speaks, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). The words spoken at our own baptisms, too, are a
recognition of our Triune God, and a fulfillment of Christ's commandment in Matthew 28:19 to
baptize people of all nations “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

God is clearly Triune in nature, yet to understand this fully seems impossible. Every metaphor
falls short of fully conveying the nature of the Trinity. At the end of the day, while we can and
should ponder this beautiful and true doctrine, we must always return to the basic Trinitarian
formula, one God in three persons. This doctrine is of practical significance to us as well. The
doctrine of the Trinity reminds us of how beyond our understanding God is. Try as we might, the
Trinity defies every description and metaphor, just as God Himself is ultimately beyond our
comprehension. And this is as things should be. God is, after all, greater than we are, and we
would do well to be a little bit worried if absolutely everything about the sovereign Creator made
sense to us. Yet at the same time, the Trinity shows the relational nature of God, for, while He
may be infinitely above us, as the Persons of the Trinity relate to each other, we, too, can and
should relate to God, as humble followers of Jesus Christ, forgiven by the Father and filled with
the Holy Spirit, servants of the one true God.

[ hope that you too will spend some time reflecting on the Holy Trinity this month. Even though
we may not understand it, we can find joy and comfort in knowing even just a little about what
God is like, His greatness and His relational nature,

Grace be with you.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

~ Celebrate the Savior

Jesus Gives Us Joy

July 28 — July 31
5:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Open to all children who have completed Pre-K through 6™ grade.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR

4™ Sunday after Pentecost

7.6.2025

Isaiah 66:10-14
Psalm 66:1-9
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

5" Sunday after Pentecost

7.13.2025

Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalim 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14

- Luke 10:25-37

6" Sunday after Pentecost
7.20.2025

Genesis 18:1-10a

Psalm 15

Colossians 1:15-28

Luke 10:38-42

7" Sunday after Pentecost
1.27.2025

Genesis 18:20-32

Psalm 138

Colossians 2:6-15

Luke 11:1-13

8™ Sunday after Pentecost

8.3.2025

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14: 2:18-23
Psalm 49:1-12

Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 12:13-21

9" Sunday after Pentecost
8.10.2025

Genesis 15:1-6

Psalm 33:12-22

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Luke 12:32-40

JULY AND AUGUST, 2025

10" Sunday after Pentecost
8.17.2025

Jeremiah 23:23-29

Psalm 82

Hebrews 11:29—12:2

Luke 12:49-56

11" Sunday after Pentecost
8.24.2025 '

Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psaim 103:1-8"
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

12" Sunday after Pentecost
8.31.2025 ‘

Proverbs 25:6-7a
Psalm 112

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sun., 6™ e Worship, 9:
i orship, 9:00 am
Sun., 13* _ Worship, 9:00 am
Council Meeting, 10:00 am
Sun., 20" Worship, 9:00 am
St 27™ Worship, 9:00 am
August
Sat,, 2mM Biood Drive 7:00-11:30 am
Sun., 3° Worship, 9:00 am
Sun., 10" Worship, 9:00 am
Sun., 177 Worship, 9:00 am
Council Meeting, 10:00 am
Siitiz, 20 ~ Worship, 9:00 am
Sun., 31% Worship, 9:00am
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2nd
8th

llth
13lh
17lh
18lh
19th

21%
24"
25th
26th
27th
29th
3lst

251h

3151

Birthdays and Anniversaries
July

Douglas Wildes
Collin Birkholz
Travis Anderson, Doug Birkholz,
Derek Erdman, Matt & Tiffany Bever
Katie Garske, Barb Savall
Gracie Brandau
Cory Dutton, Mathew Dutton
Brian Buchholz
Haley Jewell, Travis & Ann Anderson
Bob & Louise Buchholz
Doreen Bayer
Karl Radke, Mark & Sarah Gruen
Bob Gruen, Andy & Leah Brueggen
Arlis Ballwahn
Adam Brueggen
Sophia Erdman
Gordon O’Rourke, Leonard & Dixie
Arndt

’

August
Luke Kroeger
Gene Dougherty
Avery Arndt, Larry & Lorrie Bever
Ron Drews
Kristi Tormoen, Marcus & Kim
Buchholz
Erica Steinke
Ginger Sowle
Greg Bever, Andy Brueggen
Jaimie Zimmerman
Angel & Devon Christopherson
August Arndt, Marty Arndt,
Jerry & Pat Von Haden
Carolyn Dougherty
Kirstin Arndt, Larry & Arlis Ballwahn
Lois O’Rourke
Amber Sebranek, Ken Thorson, Jr.
Barb Ornes

— B

THOSE SERVING IN JULY

Altar: Karla Richie & Barb Bever
Communion Servers: Volunteers

THOSE SERVING IN AUGUST:

Altar: Nalani & Greg Bever
Communion Servers: Volunteers

Calling all 20 — 60 year old
youngsters
Bowling Party — Hart’s
Hooterhaus
Hustler WI
5:00 PM - ??
Saturday, July 26

Cost of shoe rental, bowling (up
to 3 games), pizza and pop will
be provided. You are welcome to
order a stronger drink, but you’ll
need to pay for it!!

Please text the church @608-435-
6647 or send an email
(wiltonchurch@gmail.com)
indicating you will be in
attendance. We will need this in
order to reserve an adequate
number of lanes.
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FINAL WISHES
End of Life Planner

Thinking about the end of our life is difficult, but no less
difficult for those around us. We place a burden on those

remaining if we have not made our end of life instructions
crystal clear.

To that end, we are offering 4-one hour sessions on
Wednesday evenings in August, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM.

Invited speakers will discuss topics and answer questions

In their area of expertise:

1) A representative from the Monroe County Aging and
Disability Resource Center

2) Funeral Home Director

3) Attorney

4) Minister

Please text or email the church letting us know if you will
be in attendance.

(608-435-6647 or wiltonchurch@gmail.com)




