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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wilton, WI 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 22, 2023 

Inviting People to  

Journey with Christ’s Family  

in Spreading God’s Love and Mercy 
 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and 
follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have 
walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most pro-
foundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed 
by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the 
word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good 
news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.  
 

*(Indicates that the people should stand as they are able.) 
 

Announcements 
 
 
 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another. 

Gathering  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 



 

  
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn                      “I Love to Tell The Story”                       ELW#661 
                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
*KYRIE                                                                                   ELW p. 184 
 
 
*Canticle of Praise             “Glory to God“                          ELW p.185 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows 
after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the 
ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
First Reading  
 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of 
defeat by Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condi-
tion will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy 
they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, be-
cause God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or op-
presses them.  

 Isaiah 9:1-4 
 
1
There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land  

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

 



  

of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2
The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
3
You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4
For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 

1
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
4
One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life;  
      to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in  
      the temple. 
5
For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high  
upon a rock. 
6
Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of  
      rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
7
Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 
8
My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, I will seek.  
9
Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in  

     anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not,  
      O God of my salvation.  



 

Second Reading 
 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the uni-
fied outlook of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong 
not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying 
word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of 
God’s salvation.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 

10
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord  

Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no  
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same purpose. 

11
For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that 

there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
12

What I mean 
is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I 
belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 

13
Has Christ been divided? 

Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? 

14
I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, 
15

so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 
16

(I 
did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not 
know whether I baptized anyone else.) 

17
For Christ did not send me to 

baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 
that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.  
 

18
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
*Gospel Acclamation                 “Alleluia”                            ELW p. 188                                                                                              
 
GOSPEL READING 
 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is impris-
oned by Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four 
fishermen to be his first disciples.  
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 4:12-23 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 
Jan. 25                                  Confirmation                      6:30pm-8:00 pm 

Jan. 29                                 Sunday School                                9:00 am 

                                                   Worship                                   10:15 am 

                                           Annual Meeting             Following worship 

Feb. 1                                    Confirmation                     6:30pm-8:00 pm 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2023,  

immediately following the worship service.  Please mark your  

calendar and plan to attend. 



 

 

 
*Benediction     
   
Hymn                                “Christ, Be Our Light”                 ELW #715 
 
Dismissal 
 
P  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

C  Thanks be to God.   

 
THOSE SERVING TODAY 
  

Ministers: All God’s People; Pastor: Cathy Hallemeier; Organist: Nalani 

Bever; Reader: Arlis Ballwahn 

IN THE MILITARY 
  
Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Seth Tormoen, Danelle Dougherty, 

Robert Cale, Matthew Dutton. 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

Katie Wallace, Gloria Meltesen, Florence Dougherty, Darlene Babbitt, 

John Acker, Lois Reineke, Judy Bever, Craig King, Wynn Liersch,  

Mary Leis, Tracie Herman, Don Schreier, Debra Welch, 

Patrick Reardon 
    
IN THE MILITARY 
  
Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Seth Tormoen, Danelle Dougherty, 

Robert Cale, Matthew Dutton. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 
12

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 

13
He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14

so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 

15
“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 

16
the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”  
 

18
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 

who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishermen. 

19
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 

will make you fish for people.” 
20

Immediately they left their nets and  
followed him. 

21
As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 

22
Immediately they 

left the boat and their father, and followed him.  
 

23
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 
and every sickness among the people  
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                                         Reverend Chris Hallemeier 
                                                                       
Hymn                   “Will You Come and Follow Me”              ELW #798 
                 
      
Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



 

 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen.    
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     (Merciful God, receive our prayer) 
                                                                         
*PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING     
*Offertory Hymn         “Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil”             ELW #512 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                      ELW p. 190 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                            ELW p. 190 

Meal 

God feeds us with the presence  of Jesus Christ. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                                                              

Words of Institution 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  

   Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 
P: Come and taste the joy of God! 
  
Distribution 

Everyone who believes in Jesus is welcome at Christ’s table.   
 

“Lamb of God”                                                                         ELW p.191  
             
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, 
and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 


