TEXAS FLOODING

For the month of August, all loose offerings as well as
designated envelope offerings will be matched by the church.
Designated envelopes should state “Texas Flooding”. You will
receive credit on your annual giving statement. Be sure to
make your check payable to St. Paul’s.
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St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Wilton, WI
6th Sunday after Pentecost
July 20, 2025
Inviting People to
Journey with Christ’s Family
In Spreading God’s Love and Mercy

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the
faithful, again and again, to ‘listen up!"—to heed the word that
gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and
Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as
we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of
life.

*(Indicates the people should stand as they are able.)

Welcome and Announcements
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of * Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

*Hymn “When Morning Gilds the Skies” ELW #853

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

*Prayer of the Day

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make
yourself our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us
attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your
word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen. )

CALENDAR

Today Noisy Offering
Cake & Coffee in Basement
Sun., July 27 Worship 9:00 AM
July 28-31 Vacation Bible School  5:30—8:00 PM
Aug., Sun 3 Worship 9:00 PM
ANNOUNCEMENTS

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

Seven days and counting!!!  Sign-up sheet for snacks,
sandwiches, etc. located on table in the narthex.

MIDDLE AGE BOWLING

We are hoping to treat the 20-60 year young folks to bowling
on Saturday, July 26, but so far it’s not looking the best! We
will reach out to folks again early this week, but we fear the
event will end-up being cancelled. We do have a sign-up sheet
in the narthex.

FINAL WISHES

A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex for this 4 week event.
Here's our line-up:
August 6, Monroe County Aging & Disability Resource
(ARDC) Speaker
August 13, Penny Precour, Attorney

August 20, John Sonnenburg Funeral Director
August 27, Karen Sparling, Minister
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

*+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

Dismissal
Hymn “O Savior, Precious Savior” ELW #820

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

THOSE SERVING TODAY

Ministers: All God’s People; Synod Authorized Minister: Karen
Sparling; Organist: Nalani Bever; Reader: Thadyn Conner;
Altar: Karla Richie; Communion Server, Volunteer

IN OUR PRAYERS

Gloria Meltesen, Darlene Babbitt, Wayne Schindler, Florence
Dougherty, Laurie Switz Johnson, Heidi Stenerson, Linda,
Richie Vlasak, Jeremy Munson, Kristy Gwin Solovey, Gordy
O’Rourke, Marilyn O’Rourke, Larry Arndt, Carol Lydon Fronk,
Nick Evans, Jack Arndt, Colin Niedfeldt, Mark Drews, Jan
Brandau.

IN THE MILITARY

Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Danelle Dougherty, Allen

Roscovious, Robert Cale, Matthew Dutton
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
A reading from Deuteronomy 8:1-3

"“The entire commandment that | command you today you
must diligently observe, so that you may live and increase
and go in and occupy the land that the Lord promised on oath
to your ancestors. “?Remember the long way that
the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the
wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what
was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his
commandments. > He humbled you by letting you hunger,
then by feeding you with manna, with which neither you nor
your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you
understand that one does not live by bread alone but by
every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 15

' LorDp, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

*Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

*they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their
friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.



*In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor
those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not
take back their word.

®They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they
take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of
God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is present in the
church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory.

A reading from Colossians 1:15-28

'®[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of all creation,'® for in him all things in heaven and on earth
were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created
through him and for him. ' He himself is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. "® He is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
so that he might come to have first place in everything. “For
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2 and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

21 And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind,

P:Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us

our trespasses, as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

Distribution
Everyone who believes in Jesus is welcome at Christ’s table.
“Lamb of God” ELW p. 191

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.



*OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to our Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places..........
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

“Holy, Holy, Holy” ELW p. 190

Words of Institution

doing evil deeds, %> he has now reconciled in his fleshly body
through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him, ?® provided that you continue
securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shift-
ing from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard,
which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.
|, Paul, became a minister of this gospel.

4] am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in
my flesh | am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions
for the sake of his body, that is, the church. ?°| became its
minister according to God’s commission that was given to me
for you, to make the word of God fully known, ?° the mystery
that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations
but has now been revealed to his saints. 2’ To them God
chose to make known how great among the gentiles are the
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone mature in Christ.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation ELW p.188

*GOSPEL READING

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus
reminds Martha that her concern for her many tasks distracts
from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the
presence of God.

The holy gospel according to Luke 10:38-42



Glory to you, O Lord.

8 Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he
entered a certain village where a woman named Martha
welcomed him. * She had a sister named Mary, who sat at
Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. “° But
Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so she came to
him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left
me to do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” *'
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried
and distracted by many things, *’but few things are needed—
indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will
not be taken away from her.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Karen Sparling
Synod Authorized Minister

Hymn  “For All the Faithful Women” wvv.1,7 ELW 419

*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. s

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PRAYERS (God of grace, hear our prayer.)

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the
voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the
world.

OFFERING
*Offering Hymn

Goodness Is Stronger than Evil
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