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 We ask that all members join the Women of ELCA and pray this 
prayer as you rise in the morning, and as you prepare to retire each 
evening. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, I bring to you: 
Jada, Myles, & Conner Garske; Britain Hahn; Amara Brandau; 
Chase Brandau; Avery Brueggen; Riley, Aria & Hudsen Brueggen; 
Nolan & Logan Buchholz; Thadyn & Ayawyn Conner; Vanessa & El-
liott Ornes; Lailah Eckes, Maevis Shock; Lena Ornes; Porter 
Sorenson; Josie Ornes; Brooklyn, Madelyn,  Emma, Bryce, Marah, 
Bria, Ava, Katie & Benjamin Gruen; Braylee Zimmerman; MaKenzie 
& Cooper Powell; Wesson & Arden Mayne; Vanessa, Mia, & Brek 
Anderson; Carlee, Collin,& Camden Niedfeldt; Morgan Speicher; 
Krista & Sierra Cook; Franklin & Douglas Wides; Sophia, Derek & 
Deacon Erdman; Kody Tormoen; Callie Fleming; Miranda, Daphne 
& Linus Arndt; Emma Elder; Bryson Lamb, Elizabeth Wildes; Alaina 
& Braxton Holthaus; Jayda Leis; David, Sam & Zachary Ross; Gan-
non & Ellory Tormoen; Jase & Margo Picha; Watson & Duke Se-
branek, Violet Ford, Hunter and Jaxson Puhl; Eason Kelbel; Cole, 
Caleb & Connor Redding; Luke & Joelle Kroeger; Peyton Oelson, 
Greyson Resop; Dakotah Adams; Kendall & Kinsley Christopherson, 
Hudson Birkholz; Alayna, Alivia & Levi Wyttenbach; Brooke, Claire, 
Grace & Bree Olson; Kaisley, Kinley, Colston Thayer; Dominic 
Young; Avilynn McNamer; Ayla Arndt; Lainey Myers; Rylan & Tucker 

McCarthy; Brynlee Jones.      
That your spirit will dwell with them according to your will.  That 
they will grow in the knowledge of you and know that they are 
dearly loved by you.  I pray that you will protect them from  
deception by the evil one and all his darts that would lead them 
astray.  May they do well in school, learning and discerning what 
direction you have in mind for them. I also pray for children 
throughout the world that you would keep them in your care. 
In Jesus name I pray.   Amen 
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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, 
or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disci-
ples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. 
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid 
the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of 
Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of 
scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eu-
charist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a 
sign of God’s presence to others. 
 
*(Indicates the people should stand as they are able.) 
Welcome and Announcements 
  
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
   

 
“Change My Heart, O God”            (Refrain x2)  ELW#801 
 

Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

  Wilton, WI 

 11th Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2026 

9:00 AM 

Inviting People to  

Journey with Christ’s Family  

 In Spreading God’s Love and Mercy 



 2 

 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God.  
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
  
Hymn              “Oh, Worship the King”          ELW #842 
   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you  
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 
Linda, Kristy Gwin Solovey, Marilyn O’Rourke, Larry Arndt, 
Nick Evans, Collin Niedfeldt, Mark Drews, Jack Arndt, Carol 
Lydon Fronk, Brian, Ben Bender, Darlene Diekrager, Diane 
Hornburger, Mike Escutia, Daniel Paulson, Marie  Jacobson, 
Lenora Martin, Jenny Simpson Erickson, Linda Martin,  

Andy Martin 
 
IN THE MILITARY  
Jacob Picha, Dylan Dougherty, Danelle Dougherty, Allen 
Roscovious, Robert Cale, Matthew Dutton    
 

CALENDAR 
Today                                    Council                             10:15 am 
Sun., Aug 16                       Worship                               9:00 am 
                                        Noisy Offering 
                     Birthday & Anniversary Reception 
Sun., Aug. 23                      Worship                               9:00 am 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Rally Day 

Remember when we had a picnic and played games in the 
park  when  summer break was over and Sunday school was 
back in session each year?  Well, we’re going to that on 
September 13 this year.  Mark your calendar and plan to 
attend. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
Everyone who believes in Jesus is welcome at Christ’s table. 
 
Distribution 
 
                                                   
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
 
 
 

 
Blessing  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
  
Hymn                        
    
Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
    
THOSE SERVING TODAY 
Ministers: All God’s People; Synod Authorized Minister: Karen 
Sparling;  Organist: Nalani Bever; Reader: Lorrie Bever 
Altar: Nalani & Greg Bever; Communion Servers: Volunteers 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
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Dear Lord Jesus; 

We lift to you our children and grandchildren.  We ask 
that your spirit will dwell with them according to your 
will, that they will grow in the knowledge of you and 
know they are dearly loved by you.  We pray for your 
protection from deception by the evil one and his darts 
that would lead them astray.  May they do well in 
school, learning and discerning your direction for them.  
We also pray for all children throughout the world that 
you will keep them in your loving care.  In Jesus name 
we pray. 
Amen         
 

 FIRST READING 

 
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with 
typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and 
fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God 
assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer.  
Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed 
Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as 
his own  successor. 
 

          A reading from 1Kings 19:9-18 
 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,] [Elijah] came to a cave and 
spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to  
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
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him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He  
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before 
the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a 
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was 
not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake 
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a 
sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance 
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What 
are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been 
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they 
are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to 
him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 
Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king 
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of 
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes 
from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever  
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will 
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not 
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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*Offering Hymn                             “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

1.  We give thee but thine own, 
     whate'er the gift may be; 
     all that we have is thine alone, 
     a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
2.  And we believe thy word, 
     though dim our faith may be: 
     whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,  
     we do it unto thee. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 
Words of Institution   
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine   
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Sermon                                                                  Karen Sparling 
                                                           Synod Authorized Minister 
  
Hymn        “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”           ELW#756 
 
*APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession   (Merciful God, receive our prayer)                                                                       

OFFERING  

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
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Psalm 85:8-13 

 
   8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to  
        those who turn their hearts to you. 
  9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear 
       you, that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 
SECOND READING 
 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve 
by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation 
whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word  
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian 
proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s  
saving actions. 
 

A reading from Romans 10:5-15 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes 
from the law, that “the person who does these things will 
live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from 
faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend  
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into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who 
will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 8 But what does it say? 
 “The word is near you, 
  in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to 
righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to 
salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in 
him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction  
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 
generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without some-
one to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 
the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                                           ELW p. 202 

      
GOSPEL 
 
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of 

“little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this 
story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples  
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when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of 
fear and doubt. 
    

The holy gospel according to Matthew 14:22-33    
 

Glory to you, O Lord.    
 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead 
to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed 
the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the 
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward 
them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking 
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 
they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them 
and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to 
come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got 
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came  
toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he  
became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand 
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 


