Offering Prayer

Gracious God,

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,

and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Benediction

Hymn “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” ELW #669

P Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C Thanks be to God.
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Inviting People to
Journey with Christ’s Family

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers
(rather than owners) of all that we have, it is crucial to recognize that
we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have
nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything
we need.

*(Indicates that the people should stand as they are able.)

Announcements

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.”

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who is eager to forgive

and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.




We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven * and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Hymn

Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that I may be <con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to

2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my
4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.

take my lips and let them be

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour

filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.

Sermon

Hymn “Son of God, Eternal Savior”

*Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Reverend Karen Sparling

ELW #655

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (God of grace, hear our prayer.)

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
Offering plates are located in the Narthex as you
enter and exit the church.



GOSPEL READING

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his
employer and then is commended by him for having acted so shrewdly.
Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in
their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable
household.

The holy gospel according to Luke 16:1-13

Glory to you, O Lord.

'"Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squan-
dering his property. °So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is
this that | hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management,
because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ *Then the manager
said to himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the position
away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to
beg. *I have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as man-
ager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ °So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’ °He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” "Then he asked
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eighty.’ 2And his master commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. °And |
tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so
that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
"%Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. "'If then
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to
you the true riches? '>And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? "No slave can
serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
Let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
Let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

*Canticle of Praise “This Is The Feast” ELW p.149

*Prayer of the Day

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for
one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song."

First Reading

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.
Peace and prosperity in Israel led to corrupt business practices and
oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate
such a situation.

Amos 8:4-7

*Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
®saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 113

'Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.
“Let the name of the LORD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
*From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.
“The LoRoD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.

*Who is like the LORD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
®but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
"The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
8enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
*The LORD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

Second Reading

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood
many practical matters, such as church administration and worship. The
church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single-minded
passion God has toward us in Jesus.

1 Timothy 2:1-7

'First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, *for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. >This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our
Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. °For there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,
®who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right

time. For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the
truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” ELW p. 151



