St. Paul‟s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Wilton, WI
Resurrection of Our Lord—Easter Day
April 12, 2020
Inviting People to
Journey with Christ’s Family

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all
creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34):
Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of
praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness,
power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the
tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God*
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Canticle of Praise
CONTACTS DURING CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE
In case of emergency, contact Pastor Cathleen, via text, 608-865-1074,
Justin Arndt (608-435-6336) (414-587-6642) or Nalani Bever.
To activate the prayer chain, please contact Nalani (608-387-2311) or
Louise Buchholz (68-435-6435).
Additional Contact Information:
Pastor Cathleen: cathleenmorris@go.mccormick.edu
Justin Arndt: arndt.now@gmail.com
Church: wiltonchurch@gmail.com
Nalani Bever: nalanib@gmail.com
Website: https://www.stpaulswilton.com/
FACEBOOK!! Home page: St. Paul‟s Lutheran Church Wilton WI
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Prayer of the Day
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the
power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him
forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.*
FIRST READING
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone
who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the
words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Acts 10:34-43

We generally see offerings when we see folks in the pews. The problem is, no one is in the pews!! Oh, to be sure, we do have some offerings coming in as we have had a few members mail their envelopes,
some folks were already using the online giving option, and a couple
have taken the time to sign-up.
For the first three months of 2020, we are at a NEGATIVE $4,315.00.
You will recall we ended 2019 in the red to the tune of $2,570.00.
Certainly not a good sign, and not the direction we want to be going if
we intend to keep St. Paul‟s operational. What‟s going on? To be sure
there are folks in our country who have been hit financially hard, really
hard, by this coronavirus shutdown. But have we?? As of right now, we
have no idea when we will again be allowed to gather for worship, but
we probably will be right up against the summer months, when offerings
traditionally fall off. If we continue the current trend, our reserve funds
will only last through 2021, at best.

34

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and
does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is
Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God
as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Rather than leave the last two pages blank, we‟ve put additional music
for your enjoyment. Wish we were together to sing them!!
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Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1

IN OUR PRAYERS
Katie Wallace, Bill Collar, Dakota Holiday, Carla Von Haden, Ruth
Johnson, Drew Thurston, Judy Bever, Alrita Ornes, Ralph Vitous, and
all those affected by the coronavirus.
IN THE MILITARY
Jacob Picha, Todd Nofsinger, Dylan Dougherty, Danelle Dougherty;
Seth Tormoen, Robert Cale

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We have now established online giving which is really no different for
many of us who pay our utility, cell phone, or insurance premiums
online. You provide our vendor, VANCO, with your banking or credit
card information, set an amount and frequency of your offering and the
transfer will take place as directed. You also have the option of designating your offering to the general, organ, steps, or improvement funds,
or a combination. VANCO sends the church a monthly report and your
offerings are then credited to your envelope. Simple as that!!

If you would like to send your offering directly
from your bank account to St. Paul‟s, scan the
following and process your offering.
You may also go to St. Paul‟s website and
process an offering.

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
2
Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”
14
The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the
righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
17
I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
18
The LORD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
19
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
20
“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23
By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
.
SECOND READING
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we
are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

Another handy way is to download the Give
Plus+ app on your phone and process your
offering.

Colossians 3:1-4
1
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If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died,
5

and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life
is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

GOSPEL READING
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by
an angel to proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!
The gospel according to Matthew 28:1-10
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there
was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who
was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, „He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead
of you to Galilee; there you will see him.‟ This is my message for you.”
6

Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen INDEED!!
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Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers
of evil. We remember those who have died, especially Carol and Florence.
Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in
our final days. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee;
there they will see me.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn

The Day of Resurrection!

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.*
Hymn

The Strife is O‟er, the Battle Done
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Nicene Creed
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift
of women as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders.
Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars
shine, and the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us
hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our
minds on fear and greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn.
Cradle the fearful, the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your
loving presence especially Katie, Carla, Ralph, Dakota, Bill, Ruth, Judy,
Alrita, and all those we name aloud or in our hearts. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless all who are risking their lives for the sake of others—healthcare
workers, first responders, National Guard personnel and others working
to stop the spread of the coronavirus. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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