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Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the  
disciples quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus 
tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it con-
crete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are 
called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make 
room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of 
honor in the assembly.  
 

*(Indicates that the people should stand as they are able.) 

Announcements 

Prelude….A time for silent reflection 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
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Inviting People to  

Journey with Christ’s Family  

in Spreading God’s Love and Mercy 

Gathering  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God.^ 
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Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.  
 
God our comforter: 
 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
Gathering Hymn                 “All Are Welcome”                         ELW #641 
                                      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
*KYRIE 
 
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the peace from above, 
      and for our salvation, 
      Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, 
      for the well-being of the Church of God, 
      and for the unity of all, 
      Let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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In case of emergency, contact Pastor Cathleen, via text, 608-865-1074, 

Justin Arndt (608-435-6336) (414-587-6642) or Nalani Bever,  

To activate the prayer chain, please contact Nalani (608-387-2311)  

Additional Contact Information: 

Pastor Cathleen:  cathleenmorris@go.mccormick.edu 

Justin Arndt:  arndt.now@gmail.com 

Church:  wiltonchurch@gmail.com 

Nalani Bever:  nalanib@gmail.com    

Website:  https://www.stpaulswilton.com/  

FACEBOOK!! Home page:  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Wilton WI  

 
         
^The Sunday Assembly, Lorraine S. Brugh, Gordon W. Lathrop, Augsburg Fortress, 
2008 Liturgy from SundaysAndSeasons.com@Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission  
 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies. Annual license #SAS004131 
  
CCLI License #2226305  
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P:  For this holy house, 
      and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
      let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 
*Canticle of Praise           “This is the Feast”                        ELW p. 149                                                 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us 
as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, 
that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as ser-
vants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who 
announced God’s word to Judah but was met with intense opposi-
tion and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the 
midst of his suffering. 
 

 Jeremiah 11:18-20
 

18
It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 
19

But I was like a gentle lamb 
  led to the slaughter. 
 And I did not know it was against me 
  that they devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.^ 

mailto:cathleenmorris@go.mccormick.edu
mailto:wiltonchurch@gmail.com
mailto:nalanib@gmail.com
https://www.stpaulswilton.com/
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20
But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 54 

1
Save me, O God, by your name; 

  in your might, defend my cause. 
2
Hear my prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3
For strangers have risen up against me,  

      and the ruthless have sought my life, 
  those who have no regard for God. 
4
Behold, God is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  
5
Render evil to those who spy on me; 

  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
6
I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7
For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

  and my eye looks down on my enemies.   
 
SECOND READING 
 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living 
to satisfy our own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in 
peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others.  
 

James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
 
13

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life  
that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 

14
But if you 

have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful  
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Richard Zitlow, Jeff DuCharme, Louie Voltz, Etta Mae Henze, Gary Von 
Ruden, Judy Nofsinger, Larry Voltz, David Berg, Sue Ann Degenhardt,  
Julie Schreier, Steve Zirk 
 
IN THE MILITARY 
Jacob Picha, Todd Nofsinger, Dylan Dougherty, Seth Tormoen,  
Robert Cale, Danelle Dougherty 
 

CALENDAR 

Today                                   Council Meeting                            11:15 am 
Wed., Sept. 22                        Confirmation                      6:30—8:00 pm 
Sun., Sept. 26                       Sunday School                               9:00 am 
                                                 Worship                                     10:15 am 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A sign-up sheet for adult Bible study is located in the narthex.  We will  
be studying Manna and Mercy by Daniel Erlander. The church will be 
providing the material, however, should you wish to have a personal 
copy, the cost will be $10.00.  Please indicate the same in the area 
specified on the sign-up sheet.   The Manna and Mercy books will be 
distributed next Sunday.  Our first discussion session will be held after 
church on October 24. 
 
 
Afghanistan Refugee Assistance 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of La Crosse are the lead agency in 

providing information with regard to the needs of the refugees at Ft. 

McCoy.  We will collect items each Sunday and deliver them to Ft. 

McCoy during the following week.   

 Winter Coats  
 Shoes 
 

 

 

https://cclse.org/afghanistan-refugee-assistance/
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P:  All who hunger and thirst, come. 
     The table is ready.    
 
Distribution 
 

   Everyone who believes in Jesus is welcome at Christ’s table.   
 

“Lamb of God”                                                                           ELW p.154 
                                 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
*Benediction     
    
Sending Hymn     “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”       ELW #722                          
  
 
Dismissal 
 
P:   Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
   
 
THOSE SERVING TODAY 
 
Ministers:  All God’s People, Pastor: Cathleen Morris; Pianist:  Kirstin 
Arndt; Reader: Lori Arndt;  Communion Servers: Barb and John  
Ornes 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
Katie Wallace, Judy Bever, Darlene and Paul Babbitt, Alrita Ornes,  
Tessa Klipstein, Jim Finer, Jerry Nading, Rhett Flaten, Bob Schendel,  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.^ 
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and false to the truth. 

15
Such wisdom does not come down from above, 

but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 
16

For where there is envy and selfish 
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 

17
But 

the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypoc-
risy. 

18
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 

make peace.
4:
 

  
1
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? 

Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 
2
You 

want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you 
covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 

3
You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on 
your pleasures. 

7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 

and he will flee from you. 
8a

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you.  
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL 
 
*Gospel Acclamation                                                             ELW p.151                                                                                
 
                                                
*GOSPEL READING 
 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church 
whenever it is seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: pres-
tige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern 
for greatness is servanthood.  
 

Mark 9:30-37 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
30

[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did 
not want anyone to know it;

31
for he was teaching his disciples, saying to  

them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will 
kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 

32
But they 

did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
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33

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 

34
But they 

were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was 
the greatest. 

35
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 
36

Then 
he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 
said to them, 

37
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name wel-

comes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 
who sent me.”  

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon   
      
Hymn of the Day         “We Eat the Bread of Teaching”           ELW #518 
 
Blessing of the Lutheran World Relief School Kits being donated to the 
Afghan Refugees 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
           Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   (Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer)     
                                                                                                                                                                        
OFFERING     
 
Offering plates are located in  the Narthex as you enter and exit the 
church. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                       ELW p. 152 
 
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                              ELW p. 153 
                                                                                          
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
Words of Institution 
 
P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy   
   name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
   our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
   trespass against us; and lead us not into  
   temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine   
   is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever.  
   Amen.  

Meal 

God feeds us with the presence  of Jesus Christ^ 


