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This Newsletter is to welcome 2021, but Ad-

vent and Christmas are a special time at St. 

Paul’s so please take note: 

We will hold drive-in services on Christmas Eve, at 2:30PM and 

5:30PM. The service will consist of scripture, the story behind 

some of the Christmas hymns we will be singing, communion, 

and a homily. Of course, the weather will determine if we will be 

able to spend some time outside of our cars.  

 

Blue Christmas-- For those who are experiencing the loss of a 

loved one or other losses during this time. The Southwestern 

Texas Synod has prepared a video service and offered it for our 

use. The service will be sent to our email list; the sermon and 

bulletin mailed to those without internet access.  

 

 



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 There is an adage about one's years of life giving one 

perspective. Those who have more years of life, also have 

more years of experience. They have faced many and various 

challenges throughout their years. Yet, 2020 has been a year 

unlike any previously experienced. No matter what our age, 

we will look back at 2020 as a year that took all of us outside 

our comfort zones. We will remember 2020 as the "year of 

the pandemic," the "year of economic strife," the "year of in-

creased food insecurity, homelessness, and job loss," and the 

"year of great political divides." There is no one alive who has 

experienced a year like this one. Even those who are more 

than 100 years old, who were alive during the Spanish Flu of 

1918, did not experience a time such as this. Therefore, we 

may be looking to the end of 2020, expressing individual and 

collective sighs of relief.   

 As Christmas brings us the light of Christ and great 

joy, our spirits can also be renewed! As we look ahead to 

2021, perhaps we will be able to see it filled with hope and 

even, vitality. A Coronavirus vaccine has been approved for 

use and another may soon be approved! A second govern-

ment stimulus check will soon be in the hands of people in 

need. More children will be able to return to their schools, 

and workers will be able to return to their places of employ-

ment. When jobs return, more people will have food, housing, 

and the means to pay their bills. And we, when it is safe to 

gather together again, will return to in-person worship at St. 

Paul's each Sunday morning! 

How different 2020 has been. Yet, in the midst of the chal-

lenges and uncertainty, in the midst of tremendous changes, 

one thing has been our constant--God is with us! We cele-

brate Christ's birth during our services on Christmas Eve. We 

celebrate that the darkness has passed and the light of the 

world has come! We remember with great joy, that God loves 

us so much that he sent his only Son to us: Jesus, Emmanuel 

(which means) God with us! God is with us today and every-

day! God is with us now, and God will be with us in 2021! 

 How can we be a church of hope and vitality in 2021 

and beyond? As Taylor Haley once explained, we can live 

faithful lives, and also, be faith-filled people. Being faithful 

means following the Ten Commandments and what God de-

sires of us. Being faith-filled people, means that our faith 

overflows into service to God. Who we are and what we Con’t 
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What do the 12 days of 

Christmas represent? 

 

The 12 days of Christ-

mas is the period that in 

Christian theology 

marks the span between 

the birth of Christ and 

the coming of the Magi, 

the three wise men. It 

begins on December 25 

(Christmas) and runs 

through January 6 (the 

Epiphany, sometimes 

also called Three 

Kings' Day). 

Google Search 



do are expressions of our love for God and neighbor.  Therefore, we can be both faith-

ful and faith-filled children of God! 

 There are things that we can do individually and collectively to be faithful and 

faith filled. We can place more emphasis on our spiritual lives. This includes praying 

and reading the Bible more often. We can be more intentional about reading the 

weekly bulletins and sermons, and when the time comes, attending church. We can 

share what God has done for us with family, friends, co-workers, neighbors and oth-

ers, thereby helping them to know God. We can volunteer to help with Sunday School 

or Vacation Bible School. We can participate in worship services by being a reader, 

singing a solo, giving our unique testimony, playing an instrument, or sharing our tal-

ents in some other way. We can increase our giving to St. Paul's Lutheran Church and 

the missions of the church. We can use our spiritual gifts, whatever they may be, for 

God's glory.  

 As we move closer to 2021, let us look to it with anticipation. Let us see the 

new year as a time of growth, renewal and vitality for each of us and for God's church. 

As you prepare your New Year's resolutions, remember to include ways in which you 

intend to lift up God, God's creation, and God's church! For God’s steadfast love en-

dures forever, and God's faithfulness to all generations. May we all be steadfast, 

faithful and faith-filled people of God. And may 2021 be a year filled with the hope, 

peace, joy and love that comes from God. Thanks be to God. 

Peace, 

Pastor Cathy 

Pastor  Cathy: Continued 



 

   WORSHIP NOTES FOR 
                  January/February 
The following are the Scripture readings  
that we will be sharing in worship during  
the months of January and February, 2021. 

 

Jan. 3 – Second Sunday of Christmas 
JEREMIAH 31:7-14; PSALM 147:12-20; 
EPHESIANS 1:3-14; JOHN 1:10-18 
 
Jan. 10 - Baptism of our Lord 
GENESIS 1:1-5; PSALM 29; 
ACTS 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
 
Jan. 17 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 
1 SAMUEL 3:1-10; PSALM 62:5-12; 
1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20; JOHN 1:43-51 
 
Jan. 24 – Third Sunday after Epiphany 
JONAH 3:1-5, 10; PSALM 27:1, 4-9; 
1 CORINTHIANS 7:29-31; MARK 1:14-20 
 
Jan. 31 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20; PSALM 111; 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31; MARK 1:21-28 
    
Feb. 7  – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
ISAIAH 40:21-31; PSALM 147:1-11, 20C 
1 CORINTHIANS 9:16-23; MARK 1:29-39 

 
Feb. 14 – Last Sunday after Epiphany 
2 KINGS 2:1-12; PSALM 50:1-6 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6; MARK 9:2-9 
 
Feb. 21 – First Sunday in Lent 
GENESIS 9:8-17; PSALM25:1-10; 
1 PETER 3:18-22; MARK 9:1-15 
 
Feb. 28 – Second Sunday in Lent 
GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16; PSALM 22:23-31; 
ROMANS 4:13-25; MARK 8:31-18 

FYI 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

January 

4th    Rachel Conner, Lois Reineke 

5th    Jennifer Gruen 

6th    Spencer Arndt 

8th    Addison Arndt, Lori Arndt, Braxton 
Holthaus 

14th  Vanessa Anderson 

15th  Sarah Culpitt 

17th   Kari Radke    

18th  Gina Rae 

19th  Ann McKelvey, Kevin Buchholz 

21st   Kelly Buchholz 

22nd  Kurt Radke, Mia Anderson 

23rd   Anna Radke 

24th   Thadyn Conner 

27th   Barb & John Ornes 

29th   Ayawyn Conner 

February 

5th     Stacy Pagel 

11th   Dawn Birkholz 

12th   Anita Steinke, Wayne Schindler 

14th   Scott Niedfeldt             

21st    Lana Ross, Daphne Arndt 

22nd   Tyler Brandau 

24th   Karen Arzt, Jerry Von Haden 

27th   George and Carolyn Dougherty 
 
 



W-ELCA  
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 

 
A general meeting was held on November 19, in 
which decisions were made as to the distribution 
of funds.  Gifts were given to Pastor Cathy, Barb 
Bever and Nalani and Greg Bever.  Motion was 
made to spend $250 for ELCA Good Gifts in the 
name of the Sunday School. 

 Poinsettias will be purchased for selected shut-
ins. 

The 2021 Booklet will be assembled in January. 
Please notify the church office if you have a 

change in telephone number.  This is especially important if you drop your land 
line and have only a cell phone number.  

Thankoffering Envelopes were distributed with approximately $350 collected.  
Thank you to those who contributed.  

ELCA General Meeting will be held on January 14, 2021 at 10:00 am in the 
church basement.  Quilting will also resume in January.  Watch the bulletin for 
dates.  We invite all women of the church to join in these activities.  We need 
participation from everyone. 

Arlis Ballwahn, Secretary 

All women of St. Paul’s are members of W-ELCA and new  

faces are always welcome at any and all events. 

 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

January 

Th  14th     W-ELCA General Meeting, 10:00 am 

 

February 

Sat     6th  Blood Drive, 7:00 am – 11:30 am  

Sun  14th  Valentine’s Day 

W-ELCA NEWSLETTER 



 

Financial 

October Financial Report: Nalani Bever; We finished the 
month of November with our current expense offerings in 
excess of our expenses by $1,604.94.  We have slowly 
crawled out of the hole and now are in a positive position 
of $530.77 for the first eleven months.  The chicken din-
ner had a net profit of $4,080.82 so we are in a positive 
position of $4,611.19. 
 

Old Business 

Church Constitution:  Motion to ratify the updated Constitution by Joel Arndt.  
Second, Angie Gruen.  MC 

Organ Repair: Making progress, meticulous job. Searching for some used 
replacement pipes for those damaged.  Church will not be thoroughly 
cleaned until completion.  The congregation will be informed of progress 
and additional costs. 

Angel Tree:  Publicity forthcoming to community at large.  Motion by Justin 
Arndt, second, Joel Arndt and Angie Gruen to designate any money 
raised by the project, 50/50 to the local food pantry and to ELCA World 
Hunger. 

Christmas Eve Service: 2:30 pm and 5:30 pm as planned with Joel or 
Justin Arndt covering the broadcast responsibilities at the 5:30 service. 

New Business 

Church Open for Prayer; Nalani will circulate proposed rules to the Council.  
After adjusting for feedback, they will be implemented.  The Handicap 
entrance will be used. 

Annual Meeting: Motion by President Justin, sec-
ond, Bud Osteboe, Delay the meeting until we 
are back at worship in the church.  MC 

 

 

 

          

 

Pastor’s Report: 

Blue Christmas--December 21 is the longest night. On this evening, several 
churches have a Blue Christmas service. *  This is a service for those who are   
experiencing the loss of a loved one or other losses during this time. The South-
western Texas Synod has prepared a video service and offered it for our use. The 
service will be sent to our email list, and if possible, the sermon and bulletin 
mailed to those without internet access.  

*Appropriate for use anytime during the season 

 

Vacation--Pastor will take the last week in December as a vacation week. Bishop 

Arends will provide the sermon for the last Sunday in December.  Pastor will pre-

pare the bulletin for the service.  

November Council Meeting Abridged 



Drop-Off Box Now Available 
Should you drop by the office and I am not there, please leave your offering, note, or whatev-
er in the drop box which is located near the northside small entry door to the basement. 
 
Thanks to Sprinkman’s in Elroy for donating the stainless steel material and constructing the 
box and to Joel and Avery Arndt for welding the latches and base onto the box.  We will be 
setting the new box in concrete in the spring. This gives us time to make sure the location is 
going to work for all concerned. 
 
ORGAN REPAIR UPDATE 
The pipes are slowly being returned to the organ chamber.  While it 
might seem like the pipes could go back in as fast as we took them 
out, this isn’t the case.  The wiring on the new sound board must be 
completed for each pipe and then tested.  A slow, labor intensive, pro-
cess.  
 
While we do not know when we will return to worship in the sanctuary, 
we are hoping the sound of the organ will greet us, wrong notes and 
all!!  
 
BULLETINS 
While we send the bulletin to several of you, via e-mail, I often wonder just how many of you 
would also like to receive the bulletin in printed form.  I am not sure how many have printers 
and reading the computer screen can be hard on the eyes.  If you would like to receive a hard 
copy of the bulletin, shoot me an e-mail (wiltonchurch@gmail.com) and I will add you to the 
list.   
 
Please know you may not receive the bulletin until the Monday or Tuesday following the Sun-
day service.  If you are enjoying a service on the TV on Sunday morning, it might be nice to 
revisit the scripture lessons and enjoy Pastor Cathleen’s sermon during the week.    
 
ANGEL TREE 
We have collected $1,308.00 for the angels on the tree.  A donation to the Wilton Food Pan-
try in the amount of $654.00 will be made prior to the end of the year.  The remaining funds 
will be sent to the La Crosse Synod Lutheran World Hunger Task Force.  Thank you to all 
who made this project such a success. 

 
Remember to thank Bob Birkholz for donating such a beautiful 
tree, as well as Jan Brandau, Tom Larson, Tim Welch, Maury 
Paeth, and Sid Thayer for helping with the preparation and place-
ment of the tree on the front lawn.  Tom, Tim, and Maury also did a 
bang-up job decorating the tree with lights.  Laughter was  
abundant!! 
 
We also want to thank Steve Laufenberg and Jeremy Likely for 
bringing the Village Telehandler and hanging the angels a bit high-
er than we could reach with the ladders.   
 
Nalani 
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In Honor Of: By: 

  

Ann M. Markwardt/Dick & Mary Cale Kathy & Rich Cale 

Alrita Ornes Barb & John Ornes 

Lorrie Bever/Rachel Conner Lyda Lanier 

Angel Brueggen Judy Bever 

All Front Line Health Care Workers Arlis & Larry Ballwahn 

Biden & Harris Families Arlis & Larry Ballwahn 

Payne Clark - Red Cross Volunteer FFA Nalani Bever 

Sarah Schmitz - Red Cross Volunteer FFA Nalani Bever 

Claire Slattery - Red Cross Volunteer FFA Nalani Bever 

Marah Gruen/Brooklyn Gruen/Bria Gruen/ Pastor Cathy 

Vanessa Anderson/Ayawyn Conner Pastor Cathy 

  

In Memory Of: By: 

  

Melvin & Eleanor Braund Barb Bever 

Paul Daniel Ornes/Gordon Ornes Barb & John Ornes 

Raymond Birkholz Barb Savall 

Otto Savall Ron Savall 

Freda & Carl Bever Karen Arzt 

Mary Louis Baker Nalani & Greg Bever 

Karen Gruen Angie & Jared Gruen 

John P. Dougherty Dennis Dougherty 

John P. Dougherty John T. Dougherty 

John P. Dougherty Gene Dougherty 

Eleanor Spohn/Bev Haugh April Arndt 

David Pasch/Mark O'Rourke Vicky Pasch 

Earl & Anita Brandenburg Dixie & Leonard Arndt 

Elna & William Arndt/Judy Sosinsky/Ray Nofsinger Lori & Joel Arndt 

Dolores & Harvey Drews/Donna Arndt Lori & Joel Arndt 

Dorothea & John Dick/Mable Graunke Bev & Dale Graunke 

Freda & Carl Bever Nalani & Greg Bever 

Dan Sullivan/Mid Sullivan Witt/Bob Sullivan Patty & Jerry Von Haden 

Ruben Von Haden Patty & Jerry Von Haden 

Sylvia Von Ruden/Marian Jackson Kenny Koebernick 

Sophia & George Koebernick Kenny Koebernick 

Florence Krause Marilyn & Dick Krause 

Ron, Shirley and Ed Ross, Sr. The Ross Family 

Hugo, Clara, James, Bernard, Verne, and Carl Arndt Lois & Gordon O'Rourke 

Richard and Mark O'Rourke Lois & Gordon O'Rourke 

Gerald & Waunita O'Rourke Lois & Gordon O’Rourke 

 ANGEL TREE 



Galetta Brandau Angel Brandau 

Lorayne & Mahlon Denter Duane Denter 

The Liersch Family Wynn Capps 

Grandma Patti Eckelberg/Grandpa Jerry Eckelberg Jennifer & Todd Thompson 

Ike Thompson/Cooper Thompson Jennifer & Todd Thompson 

Uncle Reub Eckelberg/Kyson Rice Jennifer & Todd Thompson 

Grandma Iree Van Asten Jennifer & Todd Thompson 

Elwin Steinke The Steinke Family 

Carol Osteboe Better Half Homemakers 

Carol Osteboe Alice Brandau 

Ivan Radke/Mildred Radke Carol, Arlys, Kurt, Keith & Families 

Clara & Herman Buchholz/Ida & William Branadau Lori & Rick Brueggen Family 

Galette and Leonard Brandau/Joseph Brueggen Lori & Rick Brueggen Family 

David Bromley Judy Bromley 

Bruce Brandenburg Donna Devine 

Leonard Brandau/Galetta Brandau Judy Bever 

Stella & Harold Larson Nancy & Tom Larson 

Evelyn & Milton Mosher/Tamara Farmer Nancy & Tom Larson 

Troy Oldenburg Nancy & Tom Larson 

Everett Reineke/Lottie & George Van Hecker Lois Reineke 

Ole Bruce/Frances Bruce/Jay Bruce Janelle & Dan Flock 

Kenny Flock/Betty Flock Patrick Flock 

Hugo, Clara, Jim, Bernard, Verne, Marie, & Carl Arlis & Larry Ballwahn 

Ken, Fern, Ron & Dick Arlis & Larry Ballwahn 

Mary Ellen, Thirza, Carol, Nancy, Andris & Tina Arlis & Larry Ballwahn 

Clara & Hugo Arndt/Marie & Verne Arndt Albert Arndt 

Jim, Bernard, Carl Arndt/Richard & Mark O'Rourke Albert Arndt 

Alta & Winnafield Waege Sharon Fick, Doug, Dave & Dennis Waege 

June & John Forbes Nalani & Greg Bever 

Glennis & Russell Bolden/Drew Nevils Lana & Terry Sullivan 

Bruce Bolden Lana & Terry Sullivan 

Wayne Brandau Emily Brandau 

Esther Hunt/David Hung Carolyn & George Dougherty 

 
ANGEL TREE 
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