\ 1 St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Wilton, WI
Second Sunday of Easter
April19, 2020
/ Inviting People to Journey with Christ’s
Family in Spreading God’s Love and Mercy

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even
amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection this Sunday gathering, around the word,
and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be
from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God*

Gathering Hymn

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain ol tri - wum - phant glad - ness!
2 "Tis the spring ol souls 1o - day: Christ  has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea - sons, bright  with the day ot splen - dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - 1tal,
5 Al - le - lu - jia! now we cry to our Lord im - mor - tal,
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God has brought forth  Is - ra - ¢l in - to joy from sad - ness,
and from three days® sleep in death as a sun has ris - cn.
with the roy =~ al fcast ol fcasls comecs 1ls joy Lo Tcn - der;
nor the watch - ers, nor the seal, hold you as a mor - tal:
who  tri - um - phant burst the bars ol the tomb's dark por - tal;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win - ter of our sins, long and dark, is fly - ing
comes  to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fee - tion
but o - day, a - MONng your own, you ap - pear, be - stow - Ing
Al - le - 1u - ia! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;
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led them with un - moist-ened fool through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ¢v - er - more pass - es hu - man know -ing.
Al - le - Tu - 1a! yet a - gain to the Spir - it rads - Ing.

lexte: JTohn of Danascus, ¢ 6Q6—c. 754 ir. John Mason Neale, |81 E—1 866, all
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER. Johann Horn, 13901547



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.*

FIRST READING

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered
crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was
raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that
Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

l4apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], ?*“You that are
Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—?3this
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. ’But God raised him up, having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. ?°For David says concerning him,
‘| saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
*therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will live in hope.
2’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
*8You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
2%Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *°Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. *'Foreseeing this, David
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”



Psalm 16

'Protect me, O God, for | take refuge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4l will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
°0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
I will bless the LorD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8l have set the LoRrD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
‘My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
°For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
Y ou will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

SECOND READING

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of
their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s
resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who are being
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’so that the
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.



Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu 14,

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the
Lord.

The gospel according to John 20:19-31
Glory to you, O Lord.

®When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” ?°After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?*Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so | send you.” ??When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 2°If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained.”
24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. ?°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, |
will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do
not doubt but believe.” ?Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” “°Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.”
3%Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 3'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn

O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing
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1 O sons and daugh - ters, let us sing
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day,
3 An an - gel clad in white they see,
4 That might thea - pos - tles mel mn {ear;
fnsert stanzas 5-8 if desired.
9 On this mosl ho - ly day of days,
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with heav’'n - ly hosts lo Christ our king:
the faith - ful wom - en went their way
who sits and speaks un - to the three,
a - mong them came their mas - ter dcar,
be laud and ju - bi -  lec and praisc:
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to - day the grave has lost its  sting! Al -le - lu - 1a!
to seek  the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al -le - lu - 1a!
“Your Lord will go to Gal - 1 - leel Al -le - lu - ia!
and said, “My peace be with  you here” Al -le -Tu - ia!
to God your hearts and voic - es raise. Al -le-Tu - ia!

n After the final stanza
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Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - I al - le - lu - ia,

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 7 No longer Thomas then denied;

that they had seen the risen Lord, he saw the fteet, the hands, the side;
he doubted the disciples® word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia’ Alleluia!

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and look upon my hands, my feet; and yet whose faith has constant been,
not faithless, but believing be.” for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Textk: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Weale, 181 8-1866, alt.
Music: O FILIT ET FILIAE. French tune, 131h cent.



Prayers of Intercession (Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.)

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Open the doors we close, O God, when we fear those who worship you in different ways. Guide us to
unity and harmony so that we may come to respect and cherish our commonalities. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the paths we ignore, O God, when we prioritize financial gain and convenience over listening to
the groaning of the earth. Inspire all to care for the world you have made so that living things might
thrive. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the rooms we lock, O God, to those who live without a homeland or place of safety, especially
during this time of the coronavirus. We pray that generous nations offer refuge and peace for all.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the hearts we close, O God, to the cries of those in pain. We pray for those isolated physically

or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental iliness, chronic suffering, grief, and all in need
especially Katie, Carla, Ralph, Dakota, Bill, Ruth, Judy, Alrita, Dick, and all those we name aloud and
in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open the ways of love, O God, in the pursuit of peace throughout the world, and bless the efforts of
missionaries, healthcare professionals, activists for women and children, and relief workers,
especially those who find themselves in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Open the way to eternal life, O God, as we remember those who have died in faith. Free us from the
fear of death, that we embrace the peace you have promised. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal
care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as itis in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.



Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.*

Hymn
Thine Is the Glory
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1 Thine is the glo - ryv. ris - en, con-quring Son; end - less 1is the
2 Lo, Je- sus meets thee, ris - en from the tomb! Lov-ing - ly he
3 No more we doubt thee. glo - rious Prince of life; life is naught with-
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vic - try thou o’cr dcath hast won! An - gels in bright rai - ment
greets thee, scat-ters fear and gloom; let his church with glad - ness
out thee; aid us in our strife; make us more than con-qu’rors,
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rolled the stone a - way, kept the fold - ed grave - clothes
hymns of tri - umph sing. for the Lord now liv - eth;
through thy death - less  love; bring us safe through Jor - dan
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where thy bod - y lay.
death hath lost its sting! Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu'ring
to thy home a - bove.
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932: tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS. George Frideric Iandel. 1685-1759

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Walk in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

IN OUR PRAYERS



Our world, those who have died as a result of the coronavirus, those who have tested positive, Katie
Wallace, Bill Collar, Dakota Holiday, Carla Von Haden, Ruth Johnson, Judy Bever, Alrita Ornes,
Ralph Vitous, Dick Krause.

IN THE MILITARY
Jacob Picha, Todd Nofsinger, Dylan Dougherty, Danelle Dougherty; Seth Tormoen, Robert Cale

CONTACTS DURING CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE

In case of emergency, contact Pastor Cathleen, via text, 608-865-1074, Justin Arndt (608-435-6336)
(414-587-6642) or Nalani Bever.

To activate the prayer chain, please contact Nalani (608-387-2311) or

Louise Buchholz (68-435-6435).

Additional Contact Information:

Pastor Cathleen: cathleenmorris@go.mccormick.edu

Justin Arndt: arndt.now@gmail.com

Church: wiltonchurch@gmail.com

Nalani Bever: nalanib@gmail.com

Website: https://www.stpaulswilton.com/

FACEBOOK! Home page: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Wilton WI

The Sunday Assembly, Lorraine S. Brugh, Gordon W. Lathrop, Augsburg Fortress, 2008
Liturgy from SundaysAndSeasons.com @Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies. Annual license #SAS004131
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