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Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of 
Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and the 
blessed virgin Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews 
reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the 
church always lives as when in the holy communion—with high delight—
“we proclaim the Lord's death.” 

Greeting 
P:  From the one who was, who is and who is to come: 
      Grace and peace be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
Prayer of the Day 
P:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  With  
     your abundant grace and might, free us from the 
     sin that binds us, that we may receive you with joy 
     and serve you always, for you live and reign with the 
     Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
     forever.  Amen. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God, 

     who forgives all our sin, 

     and whose mercy endures forever. 

     Amen. 

C: The Sun of righteousness shall rise 

     with shining beams of healing.  

P:  Let us gather under the wings 

     of God’s mercy.   

 

Silence for Reflection: 

 

P:  Gracious God  

C:  We acknowledge that we are sinners 

      and we confess our sins --  those known 

      to us that burden our hearts and those 

      unknown to us but seen by you. 

      We know that before you nothing remains 

      hidden, and in you everything is revealed.  

      Free us from the slavery of sin; and liberate 

      us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that 

      which is well pleasing in your sight; For the 

      sake of Jesus Christ Our Lord.  Amen.   

P:   From the House of David, God raised up a 

      mighty Savior. 

 

C:  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes 

      to set us free. 

P:  Remembering the covenant, God delivered 

     us from our enemies. 

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes 

     to set us free. 

P: Before God we are holy and righteous, free 

     to worship without fear. 



C:  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes 

     to set us free. 

P:  With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God 

     saves us and forgives all our sins.  Christ, the 

dawn 

     from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of 

     the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of 

peace. 

     AMEN. 

 

We turn to the Word 
 

A reading from Micah 5:2-5a 
 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
 

Psalm 80:1-7 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 



4O LORD God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 

A Reading from Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 
offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your 
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by 
God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 

       

The holy gospel according to Luke 1:39-55 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 



  46And Mary said,  
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
  and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

The gospel of the Lord, 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
Prayers: 

  Precious Lord, hear our prayer. 

Sharing of the Peace 
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

We Turn Toward the World 

Offering: 

We join in God mission to serve the world. 

 
 
*Great Thanksgiving                                                                      

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to our Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
“Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 
*Words of Institution  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy   
   name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth    
   as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our   
   trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
   us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
   from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
   and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Distribution 
    Everyone who believes in Jesus is welcome at Christ’s table.   



                                                                                                       
 
Prayer after Communion  
God for whom we wait 
You come to us in the broken bread and cup we share. 
Make us ready to always welcome Christ into our hearts, 
And send us forth to be your people in the world, 
Announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen 

 
 
Blessing: 
L:  Rejoice that Jesus is Emmanuel, 
        God with us. 
        When he comes again in glory, 
        may he bring you everlasting life. 
        Almighty God, Father, Son, and 
        Holy Spirit, 
        bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


